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The 2019 Summer Music Academy was a great success, with students from all 5 
Des Moines high schools, plus a few middle schools, making amazing things 
happen not only in lessons but in enrichment classes in Music Theater, Music 
Theory, Songwriting, Hip Hop, Music Production, and A Cappella. Led by 
incredible musicians and experts in their fields, our students thrived, learning 
from the best and from each other, and culminating in some incredible 
performances. Read more on PAGE 2! 

�1

What’s New At CV 

Lots of new students & a new 
teacher…plus some new looks 
in some old programs!  
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Hear, Hear! Honors! 

City Voices students are 
accomplishing great things…
read all about it! 
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Where In the World 
is CV? 

Our musicians are using their 
skills to do lots of awesome 
performances  all over the 
metro….find out where we 
have been and where we are 
going! 
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Songwriting 

City Voices students are 
making their voices heard - 
l i te ra l l y - thanks to our 
Courtney Krause and our 
Songwriting program! 
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QUARTER NOTES 
| City Voices Music Academy | 

The 2019 Summer Music Academy Songwriting 
Class

Music Theater Camp Group Number

Program Coordinator Daniela Ortiz with Music 
Production campers.

Summer Recap 
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one of the original Teaching Artists, to lead an 
intensive, well-attended Music Theater camp; 
students learned the basics of auditioning and 
performing, and learned both solo and group 
numbers, culminating in a feature performance. 

!  

Students were also able to take A Cappella 
Singing and Music Theory classes. 

IN ADDITION: eastern Iowa singer Lynne 
Rothrock journeyed to City Voices to lead 2 

Master Classes for students seeking advanced 
instruction in solo performance.  
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The Halls Were Alive 
The 2019 City Voices Summer Music Academy was 
a roaring success featuring private voice, guitar 
and keyboard lessons, and lots of valuable 
enrichment classes: 

• Songwriting 

Local singer/songwriter Courtney Krause led 
students in a journey to set their ideas to music, 
with many recording, mixing and producing their 
creations. 

�  

• HipHop and Music Production 

City Voices graduate Daniela Ortiz and Topeka-
based rapper Dontae McKnight helped students 
learn to create hiphop songs; individual groups 
re c o rd e d t h e i r s o n g s a n d e v e n fi l m e d 

accompanying videos. The camp culminated in an 
awesome Release Party. 

• Music Theater 

New York City-based Equity actor Napoleon 
Douglas returned to City Voices, where he was 
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MAKING YOURSELF HEARD 
One of the newest programs at City Voices is our Songwriting track of 
classes. Led by local singer/songwriter Courtney Krause, students have 
been learning the basics of putting their thoughts down on paper, and 
then turning that into music. Since beginning in the summer of 2017, the 
program has grown by leaps and bounds, and now advanced students can 
record their compositions, and then learn components of mixing and 
producing by creating a solo track. It has been very successful, and several 
of our students had their works premiered at the Bravo Annual Gala last 
winter,  as part of the mixtape played at the event and then distributed to 
all attendees. Once again this summer, numerous students signed up to 
learn from this amazing Teaching Artist, and once again their creations 
were incredible. Some of the students performed their songs at the 
Release Party held in June, and one of our students even completed  
several songs on an EP which he hopes to release. Look for more classes in 
2020!

CITY VOICES BY THE NUMBERS IN 2018….. 
• 65 students reached at 12 Des Moines area schools 
• 144 students reached at 15 metro schools since 2013 
• 16 graduates have enrolled in college music programs so far, in Music 

Therapy, Music Theatre, Guitar, Music Business, Music Education, Vocal 
Performance. 

• Over 1850 private lessons taught during the 2018 fiscal year. (92  hours) 
• 16 Teaching Artists employed during 2018.
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WHAT’S NEW? 
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STUDENTS! 

City Voices welcomed 10 
students brand new to our 
program to the Summer 

Program….and 12 more for 
the Fall 2019 session! This 

brings our total since 
inception to 175 students! 

TEACHERS! 

Teaching Artists Jeremy 
Jorgenson and Jaime McTaggart 
joined us for the Summer Music Academy as voice teachers, and Shannon Seals 

has joined us this fall on a permanent basis! FUN 
FACT: Shannon just received a Master’s degree 
in Opera Performance from the University of 

Kansas, where 
she taught City 
Voices alumnus 

and current 
Music Therapy student Daniela Ortiz, (North ’16) 

in her private studio!

GROUP KEYBOARD! 

City Voices has added a group keyboard 
class to its curriculum. Led by City Voices 
alumnus Michael Xayavong (North, ’15), 

students are learning to accompany 
themselves and pick out melodies.
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HERE, THERE, AND EVERYWHERE! 

City Voices students have 
been spotted all over the 

metro! 
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• City Voices students were incredibly 

honored to be asked to sing the 

National Anthem at the Iowa 

Democratic Party’s Liberty and Justice Dinner on November 1, 2019. Nineteen 

current and past City Voices students and several teachers sang for an audience of 

13,500 attendees, 14 Presidential candidates, and a worldwide media audience, 

including C-SPAN, which broadcast their performance live. 

• Several City Voices students again sang patriotic songs, including the National 

Anthem, at the Ft. Des Moines annual Veteran’s Day Ceremony, for an enthusiastic 

group of vets and their families.

• City Voices students provided holiday 

music in the lobby of the Civic Center 

before the Iowa Dance Theater’s 
production of "The Nutcracker.” All 

students who sang received a free ticket to 

attend the show! This is our second “gig" 

with The Nutcracker performance - we love 

collaborating with fellow arts organizations! 
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City Voices students are making some noise!

TO: Kalen Truong (North, 12) for being named to the National Council on Youth Leadership!

TO: Esther Ubadigbo (Roosevelt, 12), for earning a FULL RIDE to Northwestern University 
for the next four years!

TO: Caitlyn Porter (Lincoln, 12), Shaddai Johnson (Roosevelt, 12), Abbie Phelps (Roosevelt, 
12) and Mary Mawi (Roosevelt, 12) for earning solos in their school choirs!

TO: Annika Baker (Hoover, 12) for earning a role in the Des Moines Playhouse’s production 
of “Freaky Friday!”

TO: Damaris Nelson (East, 12) and Owen Yoder (Lincoln, 12) for earning leads in their school’s 
musicals (Sister Act, and Forever Plaid) this fall!

TO: Shaddai Johnson (Roosevelt, 12) for being named student director of the Roosevelt vocal 
group “Forte!”

TO: Caitlyn Porter (Lincoln, 12), Shaddai Johnson (Roosevelt, 12) and Owen Yoder (Lincoln, 12) 
for earning a spot in the Iowa State University Honors Choir! 

TO: Abbie Phelps (Roosevelt, 12) for releasing her debut EP “Liquid Truth!” 

AND….TO: Alumna Hasija Terzic (Roosevelt, ’18) for being cast in Central College’s “Cabaret,” 
Daniela Ortiz (North,’16) for completing her senior recital at the University of Kansas, where 
she is studying Music Therapy, and Mayte Gomez-Cruz (North, ’16) for being offered several 
music therapy internship positions - she is studying Music Therapy at the University of Iowa.
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In Appreciation
For our 2019 supporters so far, individual, organizational and corporate. We couldn’t do what we do without them - 

and we are so very grateful!

CORPORATE/GRANTS 
BRAVO Greater Des Moines 
American Enterprise Foundation  
Your Cause: Wells Fargo 
Wells Fargo Foundation                                               
Polk County, Iowa 
Westbank Foundation 
Facebook Giving Tuesday  
PayPal Giving Fund 
Iowa Arts Council 
Addam C. Medina Foundation 
American Music Literacy Assn. 
Your Cause: Principal Financial Group 
Foundation 
Ortiz Fencing 
WestBank Foundation 
Iowa State Education Association 
INDIVIDUALS 
Anonymous 
Sarah Jorgenson 
Phil & Sharon Walsh 
Rhonda L. Olson 
Jamie Krieg 
C.O. Creations 
Phil Walsh 
Elizabeth Keast Sedrel 
Zach Sandler 
Vicki Goldsmith 
Scot Talcott 
Lori & Victor Glawe 
Kenneth Naanep 
Claudia Hawkins 
Mackie Saylor 
Yolanda Rubio family 
Carla Dawson 
Diane Morain 
Molly House 
Ben Berger 
William & Sarabeth Anderson 
Carla Dawson 
Bob Gernes 

Samantha Miller family 
Matthew & Hayley Harvey 

Mary Anne Sims 
Anna Lange 
Amadeo Rossi 
Kirk Tibbetts 
Mary Sundet Jones 
James Hertz 
Laura Yager 
Emily Pullen 
Lindsay McAfee 
Chris Powell 
Caitlin Powell 
Devon Steve 
Julie Bupp 
Tracey Clough Baker 

YOU CAN STILL HELP US CONTINUE 
TO REACH STUDENTS IN 2020! 
VISIT https://www.facebook.com/
donate/547106432540546/ OR 
WWW.CITYVOICESDESMOINES.ORG! 

https://www.facebook.com/donate/547106432540546/
https://www.facebook.com/donate/547106432540546/
http://WWW.CITYVOICESDESMOINES.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/donate/547106432540546/
https://www.facebook.com/donate/547106432540546/
http://WWW.CITYVOICESDESMOINES.ORG
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Find us on the web: www.cityvoicesdesmoines.org 

On Facebook: www.facebook.com/cityvoicesdesmoines 

On Twitter: @CityVoicesDSM                            On Instagram: cityvoicesdesmoines 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Mary Anne Sims, B.M.,(UIowa), Piano, Music Education 

                               M.A. (Ohio State) Music Education 

TEACHING ARTISTS:     

                           Sarah Jorgenson, B.M., Vocal Performance (U. Of Nebraska) 

                       Amanda Lowe, B. S., Music Therapy (Augsburg, MN)   

                            Shannon Seals, B.M. Vocal Performance (Simpson College) 

                                                     M.A. Opera Performance (University of Kansas) 

                             Dang Felton (guitar) 

                             Natalie Simon, B.A., Music Performance (Berklee) (keyboard) 

                         Michael Xayavong, B.F.A., Music Theater (Columbia College) (keyboard) 

We are proud members of the Berklee City Music Network. The City Music Network is a 

consortium of 46 community organizations across the United States and Canada committed to 

delivering high-quality contemporary music instruction to youth from underserved communities. 

Like the other members, City Voices provides out-of-schooltime programs that receive access to the 

Berklee PULSE Music Method®, as well as other resources and support from Berklee College of 

Music. You can read more about the network at: https://www.berklee.edu/city-music-network. 

�  

HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

•Through Amazon Smile - For every purchase you make, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price directly to 

City Voices! Get your gift list fulfilled and support your local high school singers at the same time!  http:// 

smile.amazon.com/ch/90-0988104  

•Through PayPal - just go to https://cityvoicesdesmoines.org/how-you- can-help/ and click on the PayPal 

button - it's safe, secure, and easy!  

• Or: you can mail your donation to City Voices, 924 45th Street, Des Moines, IA 50312  

http://www.cityvoicesdesmoines.org
http://www.facebook.com/cityvoicesdesmoines
https://www.berklee.edu/city-music-network
http://www.cityvoicesdesmoines.org
http://www.facebook.com/cityvoicesdesmoines
https://www.berklee.edu/city-music-network
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